The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


Mississippi Governors' messages 


reformatted from the original and including: 


Governor's Message, «1877», 1880, 1885, 1894 
Annual message and inaugural address of Governor ... 1878 
Biennial Message of Gov. ... 1882, 1886, 1888 


Biennial Message of Governor ... 1894, «1896» 


LLMC 01-473t 


poc WESS wd a) eer ergo nat a su a 
DECRE HOA NM DIT TEM 
fiu era ANITA Lares 4 uos e af fe ti fe s 
wer Vu fb. RT ty a ey е ЕСЕГІН zs dl 
WO Sa cnet Y Eu ity aspere Sica oiu uM 
WS o V = Я г: TH svn Bue Š 
Spe te dea 8 CEST TEN a : Мем та tent. eee 
do LATIS i A P TR TEC з CD RÀ f У ПЛЕТЕ 
35, Unt sd ve Karo ano m at ARRAS ж, sh Y CAVI 
Ps eles un А СЭ) лои ew PU Ra t ALT Bun piy lar V Xi er 
е ЫА an PETS Еа Tr өр V TRE 
$E ada Уи, tent Raw qo DEM INTRARE SD 
CURVA ues rias Ve DU n t ae AME (77 M Tree, dy 
И mes SUM UNS pea aH А Ius са ant AN 
We VAD o supp Dist segs Ug, b Aut Яу За AIT 
QUE NA Mb Am VES tll maf sani x, x 
ie Fare 5а HT PM hs de АНТЫН СЫНА ҚАМАЛЫ qi, tt 
olei mph ger pac ART oT атары r 
Ger ON, ai дар ае ma t EDU 
us уы 


TI—B8T c4 eee 

XS oe rae i? we WA T 

кл at Amber ate 

eine | 44%, p- x ru M 

PT QAI By. OTRAS Н H 

faf Bu NT M t ntn ME 

Ee NN M 4... ta 1. * 
KE 1 


ak ta od as. 


> 


к 
Даа ае ене 


ті £ 
SERIEM 


M BOE DEM 
i dr. “ж Te М 
5 X ` és tu К 
4 MO E] 


; 


owi 
“Га 
za 
"P 
ree Алқа дылы ors eS nme 


seyn cvm ege PP nts 
FC A 
FA a 
өтеу), 17% КО e - A 
Б ; % е Ае ааа н 
a А ТОР 3 өмі dd Ls 
QA tres MA an ur EAT eld жарқ n i 
Зен $ А ир а уар 
uxor Qe ИР m > аа Paez d uet мәде 
Ae ‘ л » а А да IR А ГР n 40% 3 
“ұй, Арын er y PREIS Lap. ЖА, жоғар var t| Tn DRE EAS у : $ 
PAS ap ve д teh UL sip a wey. a E Сақ ма Y yr v^ CEDE te al "LE 
je 9 E riu OU gtd a ИИН у 2 "Hs oh «d 
ТР. mnm HE Аі ur A ga d ru ^ UE 4 
ч жыла ЖАТЫ) Ы? А? ғыр МАР 1 
HH IE n Я 
deg ECCLE UN k 3 
КЕ " : bu tern Sto Қалдан, , 
S a E an 1 ет? 42 ы”, CTF 
Ag Se a mee Too e OG vy rer LU Mr Qe riy y j 
VACUUM Ps aut t LL EAM whe Th ТА ара XM auti а C к. 
en Gi АГ mes, IIR КЕРКИ 1 bus ме. Аа, С, E 
vois cle P d tese is NONE EA ` s eg uta oR л i Mite M E Dodd 
MCA ESSE: Rae gt Aa dela pee be eee eee a м n EM C 
a Rad e d узру LCD АҒАЙ a VE ауадан ағаға “% тұқ iE 
[xd й РАР ҚЫРА А "NM HoD gwt, 1 150% Ра 
Т teet s glas Өжет кДа ^ A aw MM I hie S И 
wo itv egt қ үсіне 45-5 е. 4 ER uL SAMT ^ xu Pos nons A 
EAE UNS АДЫ IEEE: " д eile sS pdt 4 cO NS rot ue VC s E v 4 
У ee MORE жилы” P gre be reborn ҒАМАЛ ЫЫ EC HEP pM. H 
NRAN NG eae Mesa T ts EE iA pete nob А aE We po, ANa y g3 Ü 42. 
Wow NN ee du; AS as ge on Pte T ABS. SL (UH ў 
ab" * Y iS. торы ақы ном ұлы dE tene dat pen on mr Ы жалқы» as nam t 1 
NBN едн MA E КЕЯ А т үйіле asp а i 
POTE AED rae д ЗУ “ҰЛЫ ры? 4 
Aoi d T + толы “ме Es V DE ‘ 
Ord ы? риа аут DEAE еа M d i 
КОНООР La ud ( tou Pow 73. И m FN 
ы (UIS NT anta fe Nhat Et m ma ні, Bee grads nr phe eS E re a P V Le КЕК ie H 
` A eet à .х eof b^ ENDE H 
T 4» » Utm RS EP e й леу aas Аали a y Se tetas e E H 
Мүз тық саға САИС Led алаш Vus ker” 4 
` ^ sits a x 
5 maid a > S is 
Ц PEN E >, ж Pa Se х ъа "m х E 
LI UE CI Ce get Mean Ак v Ma dus i au Ve en i 
AP IM PETAT rd 7 E E E SN MEUSE GEM awe OR Peon T Ж i 
PCR EU 3 wine Eust, io IRATUM Cad! nt A e sh» село затта k an ғ, E qnt e ш 1 
LE LUPA xA i жалар ae ss E A e piete tepani S ‘ PELA RAE NEM E “ v 
PO aug Ай» а ҚҰЗЫ ҚДТ ying AT ag gd > Hore a udi (Я 1 E 
%% =a n тү ate big қалы. lj anit T А VE d em ü t i 
P E dade elt PM w ЗҰУ ұз, асына» py ae p 
iem NO Be 92-і. Tere be ба : ] Tg. em, Ie NER La A i 
Usa S T DIEI mn E. MIS pp қоз лау ча 4.2, js vU NS m ҺА uet ve DM m E 
"ыы а т, wexyte ра LEON бн аа see Ми d ik? = LER EAD 
a aedi met и" с Sem yit f маза aM Qu, а.” ue tty НЕЯ i Bb e soos by TN s 
un e ry MUS VALIUM 3- : % Таса C ag PR LEN 3 тА! Roo a жы UL 
FE caw fet ur A CLA Mr A S gowa d ETENE Mee tto gg Sue ora d 
4 Tex S - si . n 2 ` ы 5% 5 
HIP SINE Cw руд 0 ЕРДЕ gaf 
EE M EM Ў 5 4 2 it aal tees ИЕ n H 
: uo gea ar pin j [^ : 
(алм at oaa eoa Pe rd VEMM LEE ME А, ада "IE 4 
E Г Ы wre E] Y s % 
ptt A C exuta! tt ee Md ve te8 04 dat rend D ME TE Si 
1 4% Mattern ұз ee te be ag daa tat 29 QV TE Utt & 
ы ғал ee o MEC ааа TOPLESS JEUNE, E 
o5 ыз itt GNE р А ph i 
SEE MEETS E. AY ПИС СЕРЫ жж р Ed 
LINER x Ta we Ss oe LE 
5 VEL ENS od АСЫ ser DS Mob gens 9 RO Ru uten at m 
c qp mA 9 a4 а exo ERU p 
“ы aE wm * HAITI E 
i EIE 
i NEL зды "ws "tg oc. 3 y 
4 


2” a - 

TN EO дее, 

PS 

А” А 

Ы ж а 


riw 


BIENNIAL MESSAGE 


OF 


GOV. J. M. STONE, 


TO 


THE LEGISLATURE 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


| JANUARY 4, 1882. 
PRINTED BY AUTHORITY. 0 


JACKSON, MISS.: 
T. L. POWER, STATE PRINTER. 


1882. 


GOVERNORS MESSAGE, 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE, | 
JACKSON, Miss., January 84, 1882. | 


Gentlemen of the Senate and 
| : House of Representatives : 


It becomes my duty at the close of my official term, 
and at the beginning of your deliberations, to give you 
information of the state of the government, and to 
recommend to your consideration such measures as 
may appear to me necessary and expedient. 

Having no share with you in the legislation of the 
session, I shall, in the discharge of the duty assigned 
me by the Constitution, confine myself to a brief 
statement of the condition of public affairs during the 
last two years of my administration, with suggestion 
for such changes as to me seem necessary, and leave 
to my worthy successor, who will share with you the 
responsibilities of your ‘acts, to indicate measures of 
public policy. 

You have assembled, as representatives of the people, 
under the most favorable auspices. The affairs of the 
State are in a prosperous condition, it is almost entirely 
free of debt, and the laws are generally faithfully exe- 
cuted. The health of the people has been generally 
good, no epidemic or serious sickness having prevailed 
іп вау part of the State, save іп опе or two localities, 
and there only for a short time, and with comparatively 
little fatality. | 

Тһе yield of the crops for the last two years has not 
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been satisfactory, but the remunerative prices for our 
chief staple have, in most instances, brought to the 
farmer a fair return for his labor, and itis evident that 
the discontent so manifest in many portions of the 
State afew years since is rapidly disappearing, and 
that a feeling of contentment and growing confidence 
in each other generally obtains among our citizens of 
all classes. Since your last session peace and quiet 
throughout the State has been the rule. No serious 
disorder has come to my knowledge, and no distur- 
bance has occurred which was not promptly suppressed 
by the local authorities. Onthe 21st of August, 1880, 
just prior to a special election for sheriff in Yalobusha 
county, a difficulty occurred in the streets of Coffee- 
ville in which several persons were wounded, but for- 
tunately none killed. Considerable excitement ensued 
in the community, and for a time the public peace was 
seriously threatened. On repairing to the scene of the 
trouble and deeming it necessary, I ordered the Coffee- 
ville Guards, a military company commanded by Capt. 
R. H. Wyatt, under arms, with instructions to co-ope- 
rate with the civil authorities and preserve the peace. 
Every order given to Capt. Wyatt was promptly 
obeyed; peace was preserved, and the election passed 
off without further disturbance. The conductof Capt. 
Wyatt, and that of the officers and men of his company, 
was most commendable. They were under arms sev- 
eral days and nights. A claim will be presented to 
your honorable body for pay for said service, and 1 
trust 16 will receive favorable consideration. This is 
the only instance in which the local authorities have 
called upon the Executive for assistance to preserve 
the peace. 

In the discharge of the grave responsibilities devol- 
ving upon you as legislators, I sincerely hope your 
proceedings will be characterized by a practical and 
deliberate consideration of all measurés involving the 
public welfare. The evils of hasty legislation are 
painfully apparent in the crude and conflicting provis- 
ions of law that so frequently occur in the acts of our 
Legislatures. 


Your predecessors at their last session adopted and 
put in force a Code of the statute laws of the State, 
which was intended to supersede all previous legisla- 
tion of a general nature, and to serve for a time, at 
least. as а permanent expression of the legislative will 
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on the subjects therein embraced. Allow me to express 
the hope, that, while it is entirely within your power 
to make such changes in this system of laws as you 
see fit, this power will be sparingly exercised. “Тһе. 
Code of 1880, is in the main, a reproduction of the 
Code of 1857, which has been called “Mississippi’s 
Model Code.” The great body of the later Code is 
simply a re-enactment of the older one; the language 
used being, in the main, identical. There are, of course, 
a good many changes and new provisions, but the 
wisdom of these is generally conceded upon all sides. 
In the recent canvass the merits and demerits of the 
Revised Code were largely discussed both by the press 
and upon the hustings, and though the attack upon it : 
promised at first to be severe and angry, I believe it 
soon resulted in asettled opinion that the work was, as 
a whole, an admirable one, reflecting credit upon all 
concerned with it, and giving promise of lasting and 
important benefit to the State. 

My own opinion, fortified by the almost unanimous 
concurrence of those best qualified to judge in the mat- 
teris, that it is far the best Code the State has ever had, 
and I shall deeply regret to see, in any quarter, a 
disposition to deform and mar it by hastily considered 
changes. Indeed so far as I am aware, there exist no 
objections in any quarter to any of its provisions 
except with regard to the election laws, the exemption 
laws, the liquor laws, and the laws regulating the 
relations between landlord and tenant. All of these 
laws were the subject of exhaustive discussion during 
the canvass which has just resulted in your own elec- 
tion to your present positions. You are therfore more 
familiar with the wishes of your constituents on these 
subjects than I am, and better prepared to give expres- 
sion to those wishes. Changes in these laws or their. 
entire repeal would not affect the body of the Code. 
They are rather matters of public policy than a part 
of the permanent legislation of the State, and the 
argument against making changes in them does not 
apply with so much force as to those prescribing rules 
of property, or of court procedure. But even as to 
these you should bear in mind that they were all 
discussed and settled but two years ago by your pre- 
decessors ; and to that settlement you should attach 
the presumption of prima facie correctness, and 
make changes only when thoroughly satisfied that the 
public welfare requires it. 
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In an especial manner I desire to impress upon you 
the evils of such frequent changes in the revenue 
system of the State. Nearly every Legislature which 
has assembled since the adoption of our present Con- 
stitution has enacted a different system, wholly 
changing in many instances the mode, manner, and 
time of collecting taxes, and selling delinquent proper- 
ty. It would be impossible to overestimate the great 
injury that has been thereby inflicted upon the State. 
Her officers hardly have time to familiarize themselves 
with one system of laws, and learn to conduct proceed- 
ings properly under it, before they are called upon 
to execute a wholly differentone. The consequence, of 
course, is that none of them are thoroughly under- 
stood, or properly carried out; and the best lawyers 
and wisest judges are puzzled to tell when a tax title 
is valid, or what the revenue law of the State was at | 
a particular time. ; 

The revenue system as now found in the Code was 
prepared with great care by the distinguished codifier, 
after full consultation with the Auditor, Treasurer, the 
sheriffs of several counties, and prominent lawyers in 
different parts of the State, and it is believed to be as 
nearly perfect as can well be devised. Itis earnestly 
hoped that it will be permitted to stand until our 
public officers have had time and opportunity to 
become thoroughly familiar with its workings, and 
until experience shall demonstrate the necessity of a 
change. These remarks of course have no application 
of the rate of taxation. That isa matter necessarily 
to be fixed by every Legislature. Let your revenue 
committee confine itself to that, and leave unchanged 
the time, the manner, and the mode of making levies, 
collections and sales, and in short, the whole working 
machinery of the law. In this way only, can we hope 
to have a revenue system which can be understood 
alike by the officers, the people, and.the courts. 


FINANCES. 


For a detailed statement of the financial transactions 
of the State government during the biennial term just 
closed, I respectfully refer you to the reports of the 
Auditor of Public Accounts and State Treasurer, which 
will be furnished to you as early as practicable. It is 
important that these reports should bein your hands 
at the beginning of the session, but as the law now 
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stands, the fiscal year ending with the 31st of December, 
the transactions of the offices must continue until that 
time, and it is thus made practically impossible to 
place them in the hands of the members of the Legisla- 
. ture until the session is far advanged. Тһе same may 
be said in regard to the reports of all the State officers 

and its several institutions, and I je e that you . 
inquire into the propriety of changing the fiscal year 
so as to obviate the difficulties complained of. 

The Auditor’s reports show the-valuation of proper- 
ty in the State for the last two years to have been as 
as follows: | 
For 1880, Realty..... $79,712,851 т 
For 1880, Personalty... 38.417800 | State Tax.. $345,991 95 


For 1881, Realty..... 79,712,851 КЕТ 
For 1881, Personalty .. Nr } State Tax.. $345,869 42 

In this connection I feel it шу duty respectfully to 
invite your attention to the very greatinjustice arising 
from inadequate and unequal assessments of property 
throughout the State for purposes of taxation. If a 
property were assessed equally, whether the same be 
above or below its real value, no injustice would be done 
to any tax-payer; but when the conscientious citizen 
places upon his property a fair valuation, and that of 
his neighbors, of equal value, is assessed at one-half 
the amount, heis made to pay dearly for his honesty. 
The Constitution declares that taxation shall be equal 
and uniform throughout the State, and that all property 
shall be taxed in proportion to its value, #5 be ascer- 
tained as directed by law. While the la regula- 
ting values seems to be ample, it is so generally disre- 
garded by assessors and tax-payers that a remedy is 
imperatively demanded. I submit these remarks and 
leave it with you to discover and enforce the remedy. 
І confidently believe that if the property of the State 
were assessed as required by the Constitution and laws, 
taxation might be reduced to less than half the present 
rate. 

‘Under the improved system in the Auditor’s office 
а great deal of land heretofore forfeited to the State | 
for non-payment of taxes, has been placed upon the 
' tax rolls ; and recently, all lands held by the Board 
of Levee Commissioners for taxes, were sold by virtue 
of а decree of the Chancery Court. These, together 
with the swamp lands that have been sold, will increase 
largely our sources of revenue. 
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The following synopsis from the books of the 
Treasurer will give the general condition of the finan- 
ces of the State at the close of the fiscal year, Decem- 
ber 81st, 1881. 


RECEIPTS FOR 1880. 


On ХҮлтталін........................... $ 976,878 68 
On Bonds issued... oc. ccc ce eee TE 115,000 00 
Total Receipts... l.. 4apha oes vas ER DOE хоз $1,091,878 68 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants paid and сапесісі................... % 803,393 88 
Bonds paid and canceled. nunapa ............. 152,150 00 
Coupons paid and canceled 2.............. sss 01,046 00 
Total disbursements....... lcs $1,097,189 38 
Warrants outstanding December 31, 1880....... $ 296,620 96 
- WUORIPTS FOR 1881. 
On Wayne, 55-5 ma wed E E h $ 522,925 04 
On 4 per cent. Bonds іззцей............. ..... 75,000 00 
"Dol Bobelibte: 52 Leo Eee баны per) eus $ 597,925 14 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Warrants paid and canceled... ....... Soo. 8 697,915 14 
Bonds paid and canceled ..................... 150,250 00 
Total disbursements... ... . ТТТ % 848,165 14 
Warrants egtstanding December 31, 1881....... $ 218,840 39 
- INDEBTEDNESS OF THE STATE. 
Due Chickasaw School Еппаі.................. 8 815,229 11 
Due interest on same .................... es 11,780 16 
Due CommonSchool Ғаша..................... 817,646 46 
Warrants outstanding ... sare sus ........... 218,840 39 
Certificates of Indebtedness outstanding. ........ 2,665 00 
Swamp Land Капа...................... M 50,458 03 
Bonds due January 1, 1889.................... 125,000 00 
Bonds due January 1, 1885.................... 100,000 00 
Bonds (5 per cent. in't) due January 1, 1896.... 227,150 00 
Bonds (4 per cent. in't) due January 1, 1890.... 190,000 00 
Interest on bonds ............................ 51,864 82 
Railroad tax, бізікі ійіуе..................... 17,118 82 
Common School Fund, Distributive............. 50,851 08 


Int. on Ins. Deposits, $6,718 61 and past due 
Bonds, 9350 00 о s NODE ККЕ 


— 


ослоос озна 


Total Indebtedness.... .. шылау S geo eub dde $2,685,866 93 
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То arrive at the accual amount of debt the State now owes, 
and is required to pay, the following amounts must be deducted 
from the above: 4 


Chickasaw School Fund, upon which the State is 


AJ 


Cash balance in T 


to pay the interest ошу............ en 8 810,229 11 
d pu тан "p А n e 817,646 46 
Varrants in the Treasury owned by the State, E 

and included in outstanding warrants... . ; | 185,269 97 


545,106 28 


П ИОТ „$ 2,363,251 82 


The actual indebtedness of the State, above the 
amount of cash in the Treasury, is therefore, $322,- 
615.11, which shows a decrease of the debt during the 
last two years of about $57,000.00. 

By authority ofan Act of the Legislature, approved 
March 6, 1880, the Governor, Attorney-General and 
Secretary of State examined and destroyed worthless 
and uncurrent funds in the State Treasury amounting 
to $796,036.48, and issued a certificate to-the State 
Treasurer to that effect. Said commission also exam- 
ined into the discrepancy between the books of the 
Auditor and Treasurer, amounting to $18,444.00 and 
certified to the Auditor that credit should be entered 
on his books for said amount. 

Irenew my recommendation to the last Legislature 
that an act be passed to cancel the indebtedness of the 
State to the common school fund. This debt is merely 
nominal, and by remaining upon the books can serve 
09 purpose butto swell the apparent liabilities of the 

tate. 

I further re-submit that the warrants in the treasury 
owned by the State and reported as outstanding, 
should be canceled. When these items are removed 
the books of the Auditor and Treasurer will show 
correctly the financial condition of the State. 


reasury December 81, 1881. 


SEORETARY OF STATE. 

The office of Secretary of State has been well con- 
ducted for the last two years, and the election of the 
present incumbent not only insures an efficient dis- 
charge of the duties of the office for another term, but 
. proves that the people are content with his past 
services. І respectfully refer you to his report for the 
details of the office. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


There is nolaw requiring the Attorney General to 
report the transactions of his office, but I desire to. 
bear testimony to his prompt and cheerful discharge . 
of every duty devolved upon him by the law, and to the 
able and efficient manner in which they have been 
performed. 


REVENUE AGENT. 


General Wirt Adams, Revenue Agent, has been 
active in looking after the revenues improperly with- 
held from the State and counties; he has succeeded in 
adjusting numerous claims, and has paid into the State 
and county treasuries considerable amounts, which 
but for his efforts, must have remained uncollected. 
His report to the Auditor will furnish the desired 
information with regard to the transactions of his 
office. 4 

А literal construction of section 1 of the act of 
1880, under which the Revenue Agent was appointed, 
probably confers upon him the authority to collect and 
receipt for all amounts due and remaining unpaid to 
the State, County, or Levee Board, notwithstanding said 
amounts stand upon the books of the Auditor or Coun- 
ty Treasurer, and show plainly by open account the 
amountsdue. Such could not have been the intention 
of the Legislature; because sections 80, 81, 82 and 83, 
of the revenue law of 1881, positively required the 
Auditor and Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to 
notify the District Attorney in such cases, and itis his 
duty forth with to commence thesuit. In such cases the 
State or county is entitled to thirty per cent. damages, 
per annum, and the District Attorney is paid therefrom 
а commission of ten per cent. Whereas, if collected 
by the Revenue Agent, only three-fourths of the 
amount collected is paid into the treasury. Section 11 
of the act of 1876, of which the act of 1880 was an 
amendment, forbade the Revenue Agent to collect 
amounts shown by open account to be due, but it is 
claimed that said provision was repealed by section 13, 
of the act of 1880. I recommend such legislation as 
will place the point in question beyond dispute. 


SWAMP LANDS. 
During the last two years the Commissioner of Swamp 
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Lands has issued patents for about 225,000 acres of 
land, for which about $43,000 have been paid into the 
Treasury. Of the swamp lands patented to the State 
prior to 1878, very little now remains unsold. 


Under an Act of the Legislature approved February 


21st, 1880, I directed John M. Smylie, Esq., to proceed 
to Washington and present to the Department of the 
Interior the claim of the State for lands and indemnity, 
of which it was believed there were about 887,000 acres : 
to which the State was entitled. Patents have been 
received to this date for about 177,000 acres, and the 
remainder will be patented as rapidly as the circum- 
stances will permit. The claim of the State to indem- 
nity amounting to about $50,000 is admitted by the 
Department at Washington, but the apparently arbi- 
trary and impracticable regulations of the Department, 
render the claim nugatory unless the Congress of the 
United States shall, by enactment, enforce compliance 
with the law of 1857 on this subject. 

The account of Mr. Smylie for expenses to Wash- 
ington, and for extra clerical labor, as authorized by 
section 4, of the Act of February 21, 1880, amounting 
to $681.90, has been certified to the Auditor, and paid 
in accordance with seetion 7 of said Act. 


In addition to the indemnity due for lands already 
selected, the State is entitled to lands, indemnity and 
scrip, under the Act of Congress of September 28th, 
1850, on account of lands which have not been selected, - 
but to which the State is clearly entitled under the 
provisions of said Act. Тһе authority having been 
delegated to the State to make these selections, І recom- 
mend such legislation as will authorize an agent of the 
State to select the lands, and secure patents, scrip, or 
indemnity for the same. 


Section 7, of the Act of March 6, 1880, requires the 
Commissioner of Swamp Lands to prepare and certify 
all copies of the original field notes whenever demand- 
ed, and to pay all fees for the same into the State 
Treasury. ‘This is а physical impossibility, for it 
would consume the whole time of the Commissioner, 
and such could not have been the intention of the 
Legislature. А clerk must be employed to make the 
copies, and he earns the fees authorized by the law. 
I recommend such a modification of this section of the 
act as willentitle the Commissioner or his clerk, to the 
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fee for copying, and require him to pay into the 
Treasury the fees received for his certificate. 

The Act of March 6th, 1880, authorizes the Commis- 
sioner of Swamp Lands to have transcribed in well 
bound books, the field notes, maps, etc., of all lands 
in the State, and to certify to the correctness of the 
same, and appropriates $750.00 for that purpose. This 
amount is wholly inadequate, and as it could not be 
drawn until the work was fully performed, the appro- 
priation remains in the Treasury. This work is im- 
portant to the land owners of the State, but the Legis- 
lature failed to appreciate its magnitude. It will 
require an appropriation of not less than two thousand 
dollars, the necessity of which your judgment must 
determine. 

There are remaining for sale by the Secretary of 
State, at six dollars per acre, about 84,000 acres of the 
Chickasaw School Lands. This is a remnant of about 
800,000 acres, and is of littlevalue. I recommend that 
the price be reduced, and that it be transferred from 
the Office of the Secretary of State to the Commis- 
sioner of Swamp Lands. 

For many years the State has given little attention 
to the school lands, known as the sixteenth section. 
Many of these lands are valuable, and in many instan- 
ces in which the government had disposed of the 
sixteenth section, the State has failed to make selections 
in lieu thereof as authorized by the Act of Congress. 
Irecommend that these lands also be transferred to the 
Commissioner of Swamp Lands, and that his salary be 
proportionally increased. 

The United States is due the State five per cent. on 
all sales of government land situated therein. The 
Comptroller of the Treasury has failéd to make settle- 
ment since 1879. From the large sales of lands during 
the last two years, the amount now due the State must 
be something considerable. 


STATE LIBRARY. 


The State Library contains nearly a complete series 
of English and American law reports, and is indispen- 
sable to the courts and the lawyers, who depend large- 
ly upon it for the examination of legal questions that 
arise in the course of their deliberations and practice. 
Also a large number of elementary law books, and a 
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well selected library of miscellaneous literature. 1% 
would be a credit to any State, and should be the pride 
of Mississippi. I am pleased to say that the Librarian 
has discharged her responsible duties in a most satis- 
factory manner. The excellent condition in which she 
has constantly kept the library since she has had 
charge of it, and the great promptness and courtesy 
with which she has always responded to those visiting 
the library for information or pleasure, entitle her to 
the warmest commendations. Í ask at your hands a 
favorable consideration of the recommendations made 
in her report. 


EDUCATION. 


There is a slow, but steady improvement in our 
system of Public Education. The report of the Super- 
intendent for 1880, shows 5,569 teachers employed, and 
236,704 children in the public schools during that year, 
which was an increase of about 200 teachers, and 
20,000 children in school over the preceding year. 
County Superintendents are not required to report to 
the State Suprintendent until the 1st of January. 
Consequently І ат unable to give you any statistics 
for the year 1881. Тһе Superintendent's report will be 
laid before you at an early day, and will furnish the 
necessary information in regard to the management 
“апа success of the publie schools. 

While the people of the State are taxed heavily for 
public education, and have a right to expect good 
returns, but few of our public schools are what they 
should be. This is due in a great measure to the 
indifference of the parents of those children most in 
need of the benefits intended to be conferred by a 
system of free public schools; but as the country 
develops, and society improves, these parents must 
necessarily keep pace with the progress of the times, 
and I trust that in a short time the schools in the rural 
districts throughout the State will be as well attended 
as those in the towns and villages. I earnestly wish 
that some means may be devised to popularize the 
cause of education among the illiterate class of our 
people. The State imposes heavy burdens upon its 
citizens for educational purposes, and the facilities 
thus afforded should be turned to the best account. 


[14] ^ 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI. 


This institution, under its wise and efficient manage- 
ment, continues to be an honorto the State. While the 
number of students in attendance at this time is not 
as large asit should be, the University isin a healthy 
and promising condition. l 


During the session of 1879—80, there were in the 


literary дерагітеті.................................. 994 
In the law department ..............2.2......2.2... . 20 
During the session of 1880—81, there were in the 

literary дератітепё........................ sese me 329 
In the law department... 18 


During the present session, which commenced in 
October last, there have been in attendance in the 
literary department, only 198 students. In the law 
department, 10. The numbers for this session have 
materially declined, but itis believed that there will 
yet be many additions. | 

The instructors employed ате, one Professor of Law, 
ten in the Department of Arts, and three in the High 
School. 

The income of the University is but little above the 
amount needed for current expenses. It is greatly in 
need of a library building, and books to put in it; the 
law department has no building; алда good refracting 
telescope ought to be provided for the observatory. 
One good building can be made to accommodate both 
the library and law department. 

The greatest need of the University, however, is good 
schools of a high grade, in different parts of the State 
to prepare boys for the University, and to excite in 
them a desire for education. To have these schools 
there must be a supply of competent teachers, and to 
meet this demand there must be established a normal 
school for the special training of teáchers. .À normal 
department can be established and maintained at the 
University at a comparatively small expense. I make 
no specific recommendation, but commend the 
necessities of our State University to your favorable 
consideration. - 


AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


The Agricultural and Mechanical College first opened 
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its doors for the admission of students on the 6th of 
October, 1880. During the first month two hundred 
students matriculated, and the number soon increased 
to three hundred. Тһе summer and fall were so . 
exceedingly unfavorable for the prosecution of such 
work, that the dormitory was not completed until some 
time in the spring of 1881. This resulted in great dis- 
appointment to the board of trustees and to the 
faculty, and in much inconvenience to the students. 
There was considerable sickness during the first ses- 
sion, resulting in the death of three students, and at 
one time the excitement was so high as to amount 
almost to a panic, but under the wise management of 
President Lee, supported by the faculty, and especial- 
ly assisted by Dr. Phares, who, in addition to his 
duties as professor, was then acting as physician to the 
college, quiet was restored, the sickness soon subsided ; 
and since that time the health of the institution has 
been comparatively good. There were during the first 
year 854 matriculations, and the average attendance 
was over two hundred. Considering the untoward 
circumstances by which the enterprise was met on all 
sides, the history of the first year of the life of this 
institution, gives promise of a brilliant suecess. 

There are in attendance at this time, 267 students, 
about as many as сап be comfortably provided for 
with the accommodations the college now has. 

The faculty consists of a President, six Professors, 
four Tutors, and one United States officer, furnished 
‘by the government for military instructions. There 
are also a Secretary and Treasurer, a Steward and 
a Superintendent of the farm. At least one additional 
professor for next year will be required. 

I need not remind you that agriculture is the chief 
occupation of a large majority of the people of the 
State, and that whatever tends to promote the interest 
of the farmer is worthy of your favorable considera- 
tion. We find very many of the most intelligent, 
enterprising and successful farmers in the State promi- 
nent among the friends of this college. There is a 
growing tendency among our young men to invest 
their means in farms and stock, as a business for 
profit, and itis beginning to be recognized that farm- 
ing,like other callings, is successful only in propor- 
tion to the intelligence with which the business is 
conducted. 
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. While the Agricultural and Mechanical College | 
affords the means of imparting a literary and classical 
education, the prominent feature in the curriculum is 
that of agriculture, and it is the determination of the 
Board of Trustees to maintain it emphatically as an 
Agricultural and Mechanical College. : 

This college is doing good work, but to enable it to 
meet the demands upon it for agricultural instruction, 
a considerable outlay, in addition to the amount already 
expended, is indispensable. The Board of Trustees at 
its last meeting, appointed a committee to prepare and 
present to the Legislature, a memorial, setting forth 
the condition and necessities of the college. І com- 
mend the wants of this institution, with the reasons 
set forth by the committee, to your judgment, and I 
believe the interests of the State will be advanced by 
making the necessary appropriation from the treasury. 


ALCORN AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE. 


This institutionis as prosperous as the impoverished 
condition of the colored people of the State will 
warrant. There were in attendance last year one 
. hundred and sixty students, and but for the failure to 

realize their anticipated profits from the cotton crop, 
which was so seriously injured by the early and con- 
tinued rains, the number would have been much larger. 
As usual, at this time of the session, the number in atten- 
dance is now small, but there have been one hundred 
‘present during most of the session. After the Christ- 
mas holidays the number will be materially increased. 
In order to properly equip the agricultural department 
of this college, as contemplated by the law creating it, 
a larger appropriation than has heretofore been made, 
will be required. The President in his report to the 
Board of Trustees, asks that the appropriation be 
increased to twelve thousand dollars. I respectfully 
recommend that the appropriation be made as request- 
'ed. Dr. Revels in his report says: “Му people are 
not wanting in appreciation of, or gratitude for what 
the State of Mississippi is doing for them in appro- 
priating this valuable and desirable property for the 
education of their sons, and in the annual appropria- 
tion of à large amount of money for the support o 
the same. But their poverty has prevented them from 
, evincing their appreciation and gratitude by sending 
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their sons to the institution, as they otherwise would 
have done." 

This college has unquestionably accomplished much 
good in educating a large number of young colored 
men, who, in most instances, are honorable men, and 
good citizens, and whose influence is being exerted to 
improve and elevate their race. It is one of the insti- 
tutions of the State, you are its guardians, and I trust 
you will provide for its support. 


STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


Up to this writing, I have received no report from the 
State Normal School. I am informed, however, that it 
is ina flourishing condition, and is doing much good 
in educating the colored youth of both sexes. It has 
an able and efficient Board of Trustees, and one that 
will guard alike the interests of the State, and of the 
institution. I recommend the usual appropriation for 
its support. 


TOUGALOO UNIVERSITY. 


By an Act of the Legislature, approved March 6th, 
1880, the law creating a Board of Trustees of the 
Normal Department of Tougaloo University was re- 
pealed, and a Board of Visitors provided for, who are 
required to visit the school at least once a year and 
report to the Governor the result of their observations. 
The appropriations made in aid of this institution are 
payable upon therequisition and approvalof the Board 
of Visitors. The report of the Board shows the gen- 
eral management of the institution to be excellent, and 
they recommend the usual appropriation for the main- 
tenance of the Normal Department, in which recom- 
mendation I cheerfully and heartily concur. 


FEMALE EDUCATION. 


The educational institutions of the State are almost 
exclusively for the instruction of young men. No 
facilities have been provided by the State for the 
instruction of females inthe higher branches of learn- 
ing. Isubmit that this works injustice to many of 
the tax-payers of the State, and makes a-discrimina- 
tion against our girls which they do not deserve. Тһе 
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children of one may be all boys, and entitled to the 
advantages of a free education at our colleges; 
those of another may be all girls, and must be educated 
at his own expense, while the latter may pay double 
the amount of tax to support our colleges. It is 
difficult to reconcile this state of things with an intel- 
ligent, or plausible show of justice. The time has 
come in which our people, with one accord, are plead- 
ing for the rights of the girls of the State in matters of 
education. I commend the subject to your judgment, 
and trust it will receive the consideration its importance 
demands. 


STATE INSTITUTIONS. 


I am gratified to be able to inform you that all 
the State Institutions are in a satisfactory condition, 
and are serving, in an excellent manner, the purposes 
for which they were intended. They have been well con- 
ducted during the last two years, and with one exception 
have lived within the means provided for their support. 
The trustees of the charitable institutions have been 
most faithful in the discharge of their duties, which are 
performed gratuitiously, and are entitled to our thanks. 

In consequence of the increase of the number. of 
inmates, and the advance in the cost of supplies, the 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb comes before you 
with a deficiency. The reports of the trustees and 
officers of the several institutions will be laid before 
you in a few days, and will aequaint you with their 
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detailed operations and wants. 
LUNATIC ASYLUM.. 


The number of patients under treatment during tho 
year 1880, was five hundred and thirty-five. Of this 
number forty-four died, forty-three recovered, and 
three improved. "There remained in the Asylum at the 
end of the year four hundred and forty-two. 

In 1881, there were under treatment five hundred and 
forty-seven patients, of which sixty died, fifty-three 
recovered, and five improved. There were remaining 
in the institution on the 25th of December, 1881, four 
hundred and sixteen patients. The large increase of 
mortality during the year 1881, was mainly among 
patients who had long been suffering with chronic 
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affections, such as heart disease, consumption, and 
other kindred diseases. Тһе sanitary and hygienic 
condition of the institution has at all times been as 
good as it could possibly be верь E 

In the spring of 1880, much valuable property, 
including stable, cribs, forage, etc., was destroyed by . 
fire. The Board of Trustees have caused to be erected . 
a good brick building of sufficient size for sheltering _ 
the stock, and housing grain and forage, and as nearly 
fire-proof as such building could well be made. Not- 
withstanding this, and some other indispensable 
repairs, the institution has kept within the appropria- 
tion, and has on hand a considerable quantity of 
necessary supplies. 

The Asylum has been economically administered. in 
all its departments, and so far as I'am advised its 
management has given entire satisfaction to all con- 
cerned. -For further particulars you are respectfully 
referred to the report of the Medical Superintendent 
and Board of Trustees. 


INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


The-number of pupils now in this institution is 
larger than ever before. The average attendance for 
the years 1880 апа 1881, was forty-two. There are 
now in the institution sixty-eight, fourteen of whom are 
colored. 

In January, 1880, Mr. Charles H. Talbot, Principal, 
tendered his resignation, to take effect on the first of 
March, and the Board of Trustees appointed Mr. J. R. 
Dobyns, who is now in charge of the institution. He 
has had much experience in teaching the deaf and 
dumb, and under his supervision the institution is 
progressing to the satisfaction of the Board of Trustees. 
I doubt not that his report, and that of the Board of 
Trustees, wil show his administration to have been 
wise and economical. l 

It will Ре seen that the number in attendance at this 
time is far above the average, and about twenty-five 
per cent. above the number present when the last 
appropriation was made for the support of the institu- 
tion. The crowded condition of the building rendered 
additional room absolutely essential, and something 
over à thousand dollars was expended for that pur- 
pose. For these reasons the appropriation was 
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inadequate, and there is a deficit of about seventeen 
hundred dollars. | 

The institution is still crowded, and itis believed that 
other pupils will apply for admission during thepres- 
entsession. A considerable number of the pupils are 
semi-mutes, and could be greatly benefitted by instruc- 
tion in articulation. This would require an additional 
teacher, at a cost of six to eight hundred dollars. I 
renew the recommendation to the Legislature in my 
last message that workshops be erected in which the 
boys may be taught such trades as are best adapted to 
their condition. 

Your immediate predecessors passed an act receding 
to the Deaf and Dumb Institute the State's title to a 
tract of land in the western suburbs of this city, 
formerly the property of this institution, but it failed to 
reach the Executive, and thus did not become a law. 
І recommend that the act of 1872, which requires the 
Board of Trustees to convey said land to the State, 
be repealed. 

An increased appropriation will be asked for by 
the Board of Trustees; it is necessary, and I recom- 
mend that it be made. 


INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 


By an Act of the Legislature, approved March 6th 
1880, the trustees of this institution were authorized 
to erect a new building for the blind. Section 1 of the 
act appropriates fifteen thousand dollars only, while 
section 7 makes a conditional appropriation of twenty- 
five thousand dollars. The ambiguity of these sections . 
of the act prevented my approval of a requisition 
beyond the amount first appropriated, and the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars only has been drawn from the 
Treasury. : 

. Тһе contract for the building was ‘awarded to H. М. 
Taylor, Esq., of this city, at twenty-one thousand two 
hundred and seventy-five dollars, with additions and 
changes which increase the amount. The building is 
, not completed, but with the necessary means the con- 
tractor will be able to finish it within a few months. 
1 earnestly recommend a sufficient appropriation to 
complete the buildings and improve the grounds. 

This institution has been conducted with its usual 

success and economy. The trustees have been watch- 
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ful of the interests of the State and of its unfortunate 
wards, and the excellent and humane Superintendent, 
with the aid of his efficient assistants, has performed, 
most acceptably, the responsible duties of his position. 

The report of the Board of Trustees will furnish you 
with the number of pupils, and other details, together 


with the amount required for current expenses, to 


which I invite your favorable attention. 
PENITENTIARY. 


On the first day of December, 1881, there were in 
charge of the Lesseesof the Penitentiary 876 convicts, 
of which 782 are colored, 92 are white, and 2 Indians. 
During the last two years commencing December 1st, 
1879, and ending December 1st, 1881, 125 have died, 
136 have escaped, and 25 re-captured. The number of 
convicts received іп 1880, was 280; in 1881, 351. The 
number discharged in 1880 was 228 ; in 1881, 188. The 
number pardoned in 1880 was 34 ; in 1881, 41. 

The lease of J. S. Hamilton & Co., successors to 
Hamilton & Hebron expired on the 1st day of January, 
1881. In accordance with the provisions of section 6 
of the act of 1876, under which the contract of lease 
was made, H. M. Taylor and 6. D. Sidway were ар- 
pointed to appraise and take an inventory of ail 
property pertaining to the Penitentiary, and having 
performed that duty they filed the inventory, amount- 
ing to $63,106.21, in the Executive office. This amount 
exceeded the original inventory by $53,047.75, and under 
section 10, of the act of 1880, ће appropriation of $25,- 
000.00 was paid to the Lessees, leaving a balance, after 
deducting also the amount due for improvements, of 
$20,243.12 still due them,-to which I have certified, and 
for which it will devolve upon you, at your present ses- 
Sion, to provide. 

The amount of hire for convicts, from June 15th, 
1876, to January, 1881, is $40,231.19. Amount of im- 
provements contracted for during the time is $31,774.- 
04;‘all which were completed with the exception of 
$3,896.65. Since that time work on said contract has 
. been doneto the amount of $2,070.00, leaving yet to be 
completed improvements amounting to $1,826.65. Per- 
manent improvements amounting to $4,749.17, were 
also made by Hamilton & Hebron and their successors, 
prior to the expiration of the lease, January 1st, 1881. 
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Under act of March 6th, 1880, the Board of Public 
Works leased the Penitentiary and all property per- 
taining thereto, to Messrs. Jones 8. Hamilton, R. H. 
Allen and J. A. Hoskins, for six years from the 1st of 
January, 1881, for $39,420 per annum ; and they having 
complied with the law, were put in possession of the 
Penitentiary and property. 

In August last a contract was made with Hamilton, 
Allen & Co., lessees, by the Superintendent of the 
Penitentiary, and approved by me, for permanent 
improvements amounting to $20,061.73, which improve- 
ments are much needed, and the work is now in 
progress. The item heretofore given of $2,070.00 of 
improvements is for work performed by the present 
lessees, but under a contract made with J. S. Hamilton 
& Co., prior to the expiration of their lease, and there 
remains yet uncompleted, work amounting to $1,- 
826.65. 

Permanent repairs amounting to $1,536.60, have also 
been made by Hamilton, Allen & Co., since the 1st of 
January, 1881.  . : 

In December, 1880, applications were made to the 
Board of Public Works, under section 4, of the act of 
March 6th, for convicts to be employed on works of 
internal improvement, and four hundred were awarded 
to ten applicants, forty each; but I believe only one 
applicant demanded and received the convicts awarded 
him. 

At the December meeting, 1881, no demand was 
before the board for convicts for public works. 

‘The present Lessees are due the State above the 
amount for improvements $13,924.96, which amount 
will probably be deducted from the $20,243.12, due 
by the State to J. S. Hamilton & Co., which will leave 
а balance of $6,318.16, still due them. 

As a rule, the convicts are well treated in all respects ; 
but I regret to say that some complaints of cruel treat- 
ment have reached me. I have inyariably informed 
the District Attorney of the District from which the 
complaints came, and requested him to make a 
thorough investigation. It has recently come to my 
knowledge that in some instances, unlawful punish- 
ishment has been inflicted. It is due to the Lessees, 
however, to state that no such charge has been made 
to me against them, but against sub-lessees and their 
employees. 
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I invite your attention to the many conflicting and 
impracticable provisions in the law under which the 
contract was made with the Lessees, and I doubt not 
that you will make the necessary amendments. 


: STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


From the able and comprehensive report of the 
State Board of Health, it will be seen that its members 
have not been idle, but fully alive to the importance 
of the great work in which they are engaged—that of 
preserving the public health. І respectfully invite 
your attention to the many wise and useful suggestions 
in the report of the President, and especially to that 
in regard to evils resulting from.the ignorance of irreg- 
ular practioners of medicine. ; 

For the last two years the Board of Health has been 
comparatively inexpensive. Of the appropriation to 
aid the Jackson County Board of Health to maintain 
a quarantine at Pascagoula, $625.00 were expended in 
1880, and $700.00 in 1881. The State Board willask 
that the other two: coast counties, Harrison and Han- 
cock, be placed on a footing of equality with Jackson. 
The dangers are equal, and they are entitled. to equal 
protection. I trust that you will give sneh material 
recognition to the'State Board of Health as may be 
necessary to inerease its efficiency and usefulness. 


IMMIGRATION. 


I respectfully invite your careful attention to the 
subject of immigration. This is perhaps the most 
favorable time for making a vigorous movement to 
secure to our State a share of the immigration that is 
- pouring into the United States from abroad. 

Onr worthy Commissioner has been most zealous 
in his efforts; but he cannot succeed without the 
requisite means. He should be furnishd the means . 
necessary to enable him to present the advantages of 
our soil and climate, and to take a stand with other 
States seeking to develop their resources by. means of 
immigration. I commend the subject to your judg- 
ment, and while I earnesly hope that a liberal appro- 
priation may be made for purposes of immigration, I 
trust that it will be accompanied with such safeguards 
and restrictions as will effectually protect itfrom fraud 
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and swindlers under the guise of experienced immigra- 
tion agents. 


e 


RAILROAD MATTERS. 


On the 30th of March, 1880, the Chicago, St. Louis 
and New Orleans Railroad Company paid off its notes 
to the State, amounting to $111,051.21, and took up its 
securities. 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature the 
Mobile and New Orleans Railroad has accepted the 
provisions of the revenue law of 1880 iu relation to 
tax on railroads, paid the tax of eighty dollars per 
mile for the year 1880, and will hereafter contribute its 
pro rata to the revenues of the State. 

The projected ‘railroads, some of which are being 
rapidly pushed forward, and others under contract for 
construction, promise good results in developing the 
wealth of the State. In addition to roads already in 
operation, we have every assurance that several others 
wil be completed within the next two years. Тһе 
Meridian and New Orleans, Natchez and Jackson, 
Mississippi Valley and Ship Island, and the Memphis 
and Vicksburg, are among the important railroad 
enterprises now engaging the attention of the people 
of Mississippi. These roads, with. several others, will 
undoubtedly be built within a reasonably short time. 
"The investment of capital in this character of internal 
improvementsis an evidence of the growing confidence 
in our people, and of the increasing prosperity of the 
State. While guarding well the interests and rights 
of the people, this spirit of improvement should be 
fostered by the Legislature. 

By an act of the Legislature approved April 5th, 
1872, alllands held by the State for non-payment of 
taxes, and lying within ten miles of its line, were sold 
to the Vicksburg, Pensacola and Ship Island Railroad 
Company ай two cents per acre ; and by act approved 
April 19th, 1878, the odd . numbered. sections, or parts 
of sections, within ten miles of its line, were sold to 
the Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad Company at the 
same price. By similar provisions of law in 1872 and 
. 1873, many other railroad companies were thus favored, 
ae none of them availed themselves of the benefits of 
said acts. 


In October last the Mississippi Valley and Ship 
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Island Railroad Company (formerly the Vicksburg, 
Pensacola and Ship island Railroad Company,) and 
the Memphis and Vicksburg Railroad Company, filed 
their applications with the Auditor, and demanded . 
deeds for the lands within ten miles of theline of their 
roads respectively, in accordance with the provisions 
of said acts of 1872 and 1878. f ` 

I objected, to the validity of these claims for the 
following reasons: First, that these Railroad Com- 
panies had wholly failed to accept the terms of 
the sale, and that it is now too late to demand 
these lands with the accumulated taxes of eight 
or nine years, at two cents per acre. Secondly’ 
that by the abatement acts of 1874 and 1875, these 
lands were all disposed of, leaving in the Auditor's 
office no such lands for them to claim ; and, Thirdly, 
that if the Acts of 1872 and 1879, referred to, were not 
repealed by the abatement acts of 1874 and 1875, the 
24th Section of the abatement act of 1870, certainly 
operated as a repeal, except as to the Greenville, Col- 
umbus and Birmingham Railroad Company. At my 
request the Auditor agreed to withhold the deeds until 
compelled by the mandate of the courts to issue them, 
or until your honorable body should take some action 
in the premises. 


' MILITIA MATTERS. 


The biennial report of the Adjutant General, which I 
lay before you, will acquaint you with the transactions 
in his department. І deem it unnecessary to enter 
into details in reference thereto. i . 

Many of the military companies heretofore incor-. 
porated by the Legislature, have either disbanded, or 
become so disorganized that they-have signified their 
desire to return to the State the arms. and equipments 
- with which they have been furnished. There being 
no appropriation for the expenses of returning the 
property to the State, and putting it in proper order 
for preservation, I have declined to receive it until 
such provision be made. Doubtless many of the 
arms in the hands of the companies are in а а 
соно and perhaps some have been lost or des- 
troyed. 

The State holds a bond in each case, and I submit 
that it would be well to take some action in reference 


^ 


[ 96 ] 


to the matter. A suitable appropriation should be made 
to enable the Adjutant General to collect and put in 
order the arms of such companies as desire to return 
them. ` 


CENSUS AND APPORTIONMENT. 


According to the Federal Census, Mississippi has 
a population of 1,131,592, while the State Census 
increases the number to 1,143,713, with 240,720 males 
. Above the age of twenty-one years. The State Census 
shows an increase in our population for the last ten 
years of nearly forty per cent. It will be your duty at 
your present session, under the provisions of the Con- 
stitution to apportion the Representatives and Senators 
among the several counties and districts according to 
the number of qualified electors. 

It will also devolve upon you to revise the Congres- 
sional apportionment, provided Congress shall deter- 
mine in time the number of representatives to which 
the State is entitled. In the event of a failure on the 
part of Congress to determine this in time for your 
action, I submit for your consideration the propriety 
of passing an act dividing the State into seven con- 
gressional districts, conditioned that such shall be the 
law, provided the Stateis entitled to an additional mem- 
ber; or, that the districts remain as they are, and the 
additional member be elected from the State at large. 


} VACANCIES IN THE LEGISLATUE. 


Writs of election were issued to fill vacancies in the 
Legislature as follows, to-wit: In-1880, in the 12th 
Senatorial District, to fill vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of Hon. Thos. T. Singleton. In 1881, in 
the 27th Senatorial District to fill vacancy occasioned 
by the removal of Hon. J. B. Perkins from the State. 
As my action in this case has been made the subject 
of some criticism, it is but due to myself to state, 
that in addition to the generally admitted fact that 
. Hon. J. В. Perkins had removed from the State of Mis- 
sissippi, and had no actual residence in the 27th Sena- 
torial District as required by Section 5, of Article IV, 
of the Constitution, there is on file in the Executive office 
a memorial from a large number of prominent citizens - 
of Tunica county, setting forth the above fact, and 
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praying that the vacancy be filled. Accompanying 
said memorial is the affidavit of about thirty of the 
most reputable citizens of Tunica county, to the same 


effect. In Noxubee county, to fill vacancy in the House of . 


Representatives, occasioned by the death of the Hon. 


Samuel В. Day, member elect, which occurred on the | 


21st day of December last. 
SUPREME JUDGE. 


On the 10th day of January last, Hon. J. Z. George, 
having been elected to the United States Senate, 
tendered his resignation as Judge of the Supreme 
Court, to take effect on the 21st day of February fol- 
lowing; and under the provisions of Section 5, of 
Article VI, of the Constitution, I appointed Tim. E. 
Cooper, Esq., to fill the vacancy: until the next meeting 
cf the Legislature. 


LEVEE MATTERS. 


Under a joint resolution approved March 6th, 1880, 
I made repeated efforts to organize a commission to in- 
vestigate the books, papers and vouchers of the 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Board of Levee Com- 
missioners. I commissioned from time to time, no 
less than seven competent gentlemen for the purpose 
indicated by the resolution; but the commission never 
organized, has made no report to me, and I am there- 
fore unable to lay its proceedings before you as re- 
quired by the resolution. 


YORKTOWN AND ATLANTA. ! 


The Yorktown Centennial Celebration, and the 
Atlanta “International Cotton Exposition” were con- 
ceived subsequent to the adjournment of the last 
Legislature. Therefore Mississippi, as a State, took 
no part in either. I regret that our State could not be 
properly represented. Under the auspices of the 
National Cotton Planters’ Association, delegates were 
appointed to represent Mississippi at its annual meet- 
ing, which took place at Atlanta on the 6th of Decem- 
ber. The State was largely and ably represented, and 
it is universally conceded that the International Cotton 
Exposition was a grand success. 
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REPAIRS OF PUBLIO BUILDINGS. 


The last Legislature appropriated the sum of eight 
thousand dollars for repairs on the Capitol, and three 
thousand dollars for repairs on the Governor's Mansion. 
I have been unable to determine how the appropria- 
tion of eight thousand dollars could be profitably ex. 
pended іп repairs on the Capitol building, and have 
therefore made such repairs only as could not be de- 
ferred. In February last, à large portion of the roof 
of the Capitol was blown off. It occurred on Sunday 
morning, the storm continued through most of the day, 
and it was impossible to repairthe damage until con- 
siderable injury had been done to the building. and 
some to the records and books in the office of the 
Secretary of State. For this, with other necessary 
repairs, for which vouchers are on file in the Executive 
office, $1620.97 of the appropriation has been drawn. 

The Capitol building is greatly in need of repairs, 
but to take down and rebuild portions of the walls as 
contemplated, will require a much larger appropria- 
tion than that made by your predecessors. 

The principal repairs en the Governor's Mansion are 
the roof, painting and pavement, for which $820.25 
were expended, $2179.75 of the appropriation re- 
maining in the treasury. i 

Sickness in my family prevented the repairs con- 
templated by the appropriation. They are still much 
needed, and I recommend an adequate appropriation 
for that purpose. i 
. If itis the purpose of the State to provide a resi- 

dence for the Governor, and furnish the same, it'is due 
to my successor that something should be done in the 
way of re-furnishing the Mansion. The house was 
furnished eleven or twelve years ago, and so far as I 
am informed nothing has been added to it since that 
time. The furniture is old and damaged, the carpets 
and bed clothing worn out, the crockery and china 
nearly all broken, and in short, almost everything in 
the way of furniture is needed. I commend the matter 
to your attention for such action as your judgment 
may determine. 


CONCLUSION. 


For nearly six years I have endeavored to perform 
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the duties of Chief Executive, and this communica- 
tion terminátes my official connection with the State 
government. In this connection I desire to bear testi- 
mony to the fidelity of all who have shared with me 
the responsibility of government, and to return my 
sincere thanks to the judges of the Supreme Court, the 
Attorney-General, and other State officers and their 
assistants, for their uniform courtesy, and for the valua- 
ble assistance I have received at their hands. My Private 
Secretary has been ever faithful; he is entitled to m 
warmest thanks, and to him, they are hereby extended. 
I retire from office with a grateful remembrance of 
the consideration and kindness extended to me-by the 
people of Mississippi, and I ask no higher reward 
than to be permitted to carry with me the respect and 
confidence of those I have tried to serve. 
J. M. STONE. 


